
2017 Official Selections

Ace and the Desert Dog 
Brendan Leonard, Forest Woodward,  Stefan 
Hunt, Joe Peters, Max Lowe
For his 60th birthday, adventure photographer Ace 
Kvale and his dog, Genghis Khan, set out for a 60-
day backpacking trip in Utah’s canyon country. 
The pair tells the story of their trek, friendship, and 
Genghis records it on his Desert Dawg Adventure 
Blawg. Inspiring Adventure, DC Adventure FF; Spirit 
of Adventure, Adventure FF (USA, 2015, 9min)

The Accord
RC Cone, Elli Thor Magnusson
The reality of growing up a surfer in Iceland is 
different from anywhere else in the world. It’s a 
harsh place. There are no surf shops, guidebooks 
or webcams. But being so far removed from the 

hustle and bustle of the known surf world hardens 
Iceland’s surfers to confront the issue they all must 
face: the North Atlantic wind. Follow Heiðar Logi 
Elíasson on his journey through Iceland searching 
for that rare compromise that brings both Icelandic 
surfers and the North Atlantic wind to the table. 
Best Short, Carolina Surf FF; Santa Cruz Surf FF; 
Best Cinematography, Berlin Surf FF; Best Short, 
Paris Surf & Skateboard FF (Iceland, 2016, 19min)

Canyon Song
Dana Romanoff, Amy Marquis
A Navajo family balances modern life with 
the traditional “Navajo Way,” teaching their 
children their language, culture, and ceremony 
within the sacred walls of Canyon de Chelly 
National Monument. This is the second film in the 
National Park Experience film series. Best Shorts 
Competition, Award of Merit, Native American/
Aboriginal Peoples (USA, 2016, 14min)

Canyon Song

China: A Skier’s Journey 
Jordan Manley, Narrows Media
Skiing as sport is in its infancy in China, a 
phenomenon ofthe country’s exploding middle 
class. As a means of survival, however, it is 
thousands of years old, a stone age hunter-
gatherer technology born in the Altai mountains 
where China, Mongolia, Kazakhstan and Siberia 
merge. On a vast trajectory that spans 11,000 
km of Northern China, Chad Sayers and Forrest 
Coots touch down into the rich past and dizzying 
future of these two respective Chinese ski cultures. 
As one rapidly expands, they find the other is 
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China: A Skier’s Journey

at risk of disappearing. Best Cinematography, 
Adventure Film; Vimeo Staff Pick (Canada, 2016, 
17min)



Climbing Kilimanjaro: 
A 12-Year-Old’s Passion Project 
Mike Libecki, Lilliana Libecki, Keith Ladzinski, 
Josh Povec, 3Strings Productions
Lilliana Libecki set a goal to reach all seven 
continents by 12 years old.  With hard work, 
focus on school, and commitment, it was within 
reach. She heads to Africa to climb Kilimanjaro 
and finally complete this goal by reaching her 
seventh continent. She had no idea that this would 
lead her to focus on helping the planet and 
people, changing her life forever. “We need to 
be the change we want to see...In a world where 
we can be and do anything, be kind and do 
good.” -Lilliana Libecki (Tanzania, Africa, 2015, 
7min) 

Coral Reef Rescue
Tom Fitz, Helga Berry
An upbeat look at a downbeat topic, this film 
explores coral reefs, which are home to 25% of all 
marine species and protect the coastlines of more 
than 100 countries and provide 500 million 
people with jobs. They are also taking a huge hit 
from climate change, ocean acidification, and other 
pressures. The Mote Tropical Research Lab and the 
Coral Restoration Foundation’s ground breaking 
work with accelerating coral growth in the lab, 
creating nurseries in the ocean, and replanting 
back to the reefs is nothing less than fantastic. Their 
efforts create hope for the future of sustainable 
coral reefs around the globe. (USA, 2016, 17min) 

Crossing Home: 
A Skier’s Journey
Jordan Manley, Narrows Media
Any weary traveler is faced with a road 
that ultimately winds to an end.

They must return home. In the series finale, after 
excursions through ski cultures across the globe, 
Chad Sayers and Forrest Coots return to the 
beginning of their journey, British Columbia. 
Embarking on a 3-week expedition, they boat, 
bushwack, ski, and packraft across the spine of the 
Coast mountains. From the interior plateau, they 
ascend the rippling rivers of ice over the Homathko 
Icefield, and reach the lush, carpeted coastal inlets 
of the Pacific coast. What is the meaning of home? 
A cast of characters help them understand what 
that term truly means. (Canada, 2016, 29min)

Coral Reef Rescue

Devotion: Libby Peter
Matt Pycroft, Emma Crome, Coldhouse  
Collective
Libby Peter is one of the UK’s most respected rock 
climbers, with years of experience in expeditions, 
instructing, coaching and guiding around the 
world. Throughout her astounding career, Libby 
has been consistently committed to fulfilling her 
personal and professional objectives while raising 
her daughters Ruby and Zoe in the climbing hub 
of North Wales, UK. Libby reflects on how - quite 
unintentionally - climbing has shaped her life. 
(England, 2016, 5min)

Devotion: Libby Peter



Eating for Change

Disobedience 
Kelly Nyks
This is a David vs Goliath tale of front line leaders 
around the globe risking life and limb in the fight 
for a livable future for us all. Interwoven with this 
riveting vérité footage are the most renowned 
voices in the global conversation on movements 
and justice for a statement on climate action that 
is passionate, personal, and powerful. (USA, 
2016, 41min)

Douglas Tompkins:  
Wild Legacy
James Q Martin, Chris Cresci
Douglas Tompkins was a world-renowned 
adventurer, entrepreneur, and conservationist. The 
founder of The North Face and cofounder of 
Esprit, Doug spent the first half of his life building 
successful global brands, while simultaneously 
adventuring around the world, completing first 
descents of the world’s toughest rivers. In the early 
1990s, Doug sold his part of Esprit and turned his 
entrepreneurial energies to land and wildlife 
conservation projects in South America. Over the 
last 25 years, Tompkins’ efforts have helped 
secure 4.75 million acres in new protected areas 
in Chile and Argentina including five new national 
parks. Best Environmental Film, Adventure FF 
(USA, 2016, 16min) 

Dream Day
Malcolm Sangster, Eric Crosland, CLIF Bar, 
Sherpas Cinema
What would it feel like to begin your day in fresh 
powder and end it in the briny Pacific on the 
perfect sunset wave? It would probably feel like 
a dream. Four athletes, Jeremy Jones, Hilaree 
O’Neil, Matt Hunter and Greg Long, set out to 
see if they could make that dream a reality 

–

starting out in the Sierra backcountry then rock
climbing, cruising down Mt. Tam on mountain 
bikes, and capping it off with a surf at Stinson 
Beach. Amazing adventures are possible when 
you get outside and dream big. (USA, 2016, 
10min)

Dream Day

Eating for Change 
Jeannine Glista, Val Camp, Danny Dahlquist, 
Camen Hodges, Paul Miller, Wyatt and Suzy 
Melim, Drew Speroni, Deb Rossovich
Sierra Harvest educates, inspires and connects 
families to fresh, local seasonal foods through farm 
to school education, training the next generation of 
farmers and supporting low income families in 
growing food at home. Their programs reach 96% 
of the K-8 students in Western Nevada County, 
CA. Prepare to get inspired by this regional model 
of food systems change. (USA, 2016, 11min)



Elk River
Jenny Nichols, Joe Riis, Arthur Middleton 
Scientist Arthur Middleton, photographer Joe Riis, 
artist James Prosek and filmmaker Jenny Nichols 
join forces in this documentary that captures the 
migration of elk in the Yellowstone area through a 
multidisciplinary lens. For many of the elk herds that 
summer in Yellowstone, home is outside the 
protected park boundaries the rest of the year, as 
far as 70 miles away. Mirroring a similar expedition 
undertaken in 1871 that fused science and the arts, 
this modern band of explorers join their 

ungulate counterparts on a trek from Wyoming’s 
rangeland through snowy mountain passes and 
treacherous river crossings to the rugged beauty 
of Yellowstone’s high-alpine meadows. They meet 
backcountry guides and cattle ranchers whose 
lives are intricately tied with the fate of the elk 
and other migratory species that call the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem home. (USA, 2016, 28min)

The Elwha Undammed: 
What’s a River For?
Jeff Gersh, David Fox, Diana Wilmar,  
Jan Mulder, Greg Bedinger
The Elwha River in Port Angeles, WA is the stage 
for the largest dam removal in American history. A 
century ago, a businessman dammed the waters 
of the Klallam people where 100-pound salmon 
cast their shadows. Behind the dynamite and 
bulldozers that erased Thomas Aldwell’s dream is 
a saga of competing ideas about the purpose 
and meaning of a river. (USA, 2016, 25min) 

Fair Trade: The First Step 
Alex Lowther, Michael Malagon, Campbell 
Brewer, Little Village Films
How is your clothing made? Patagonia’s new 
short film investigates why choosing Fair Trade 
Certified clothing is an important first step toward 
changing the garment industry. (Sri Lanka, 2016, 
13min)

The Falconer
Glenn Oakley
Landon Moore is a falconer who combines a 
deep understanding of ecology and spirituality 
as he works with a team of falcons to rid organic 
orchards of pest birds. When one of his falcons is 
struck by a rattlesnake he must race across the 
state to meet his veterinarian wife in an attempt to 
save its life. (USA, 2016, 13min)

Far Afield: 
A Conservation Love Story 
Jennifer Tennican
Bert Raynes, a boy from the “mean streets” of 
New Jersey, discovers the two great loves of his 
life: nature and Meg, his wife and muse. Drawn 
to the natural beauty of Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
Meg and Bert foster a community of wildlife lovers, 
motivating them to become a force for nature as 
citizen scientists. Best Conservation Film, Toronto 
Beaches FF; Utopian Visions Award, Utopia FF; 
Silver Award, Spotlight Film Awards (USA, 2015, 
35min)

Forget Shorter Showers 
Jordan Brown, Derrick Jensen
Would any sane person think dumpster diving 
would have stopped Hitler, or that composting 
would have ended slavery or brought about the 
eight-hour workday; or that chopping wood and 
carrying water would have gotten people out of 
Tsarist prisons; or that dancing around a fire 
would have helped put in place the Voting Rights 
Act of 1957 or the Civil Rights Act of 1964? 
Then why now, with all the world at stake, do so 
many people retreat into these entirely personal 
“solutions”? Audience Choice, Earth Port FF; 
Winner, Life Science Festival, Prague; Honorary 
Award of the Ministry of Defence of the Slovak 
Republic; Ekotop Environmental FF (Australia, 
2015, 11min)



A Ghost in the Making: 
Searching for the Rusty-Patched 
Bumble Bee
Neil Losin, Morgan Heim, Clay Bolt,  Nathan 
Dappen
Everyone has heard about bee declines, but with 
so much attention focused on domesticated 
honeybees, someone has to speak up for the 
4,000 species of native bees in North America. 
Natural history photographer Clay Bolt is on a 
multi-year quest to tell the stories of our native bees, 
and one elusive species – the Rusty-patched 
Bumble Bee – has become his white whale. 
Winner, G2 Green Earth FF (USA, 2016, 19min) 

A Ghost in the Making: Searching for the Rusty-Patched Bumble Bee

Great Lakes, Bad Lines
Colin McCarthy, Paul Hendricks,  
Scott Hanson
Two Michigan-born adventurers journey fossil-free 
for 500 miles across Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
along the route of Enbridge Oil’s Line 5, a 63-
year-old pipeline that threatens our inland waters 
and Great Lakes. Through the lens of adventure, 
personal stories, and natural beauty, this film 
highlights the ecosystems and livelihoods that are 
at risk and inspires all to take action within their 
own lives. (USA, 2016, 28min)

The Great Siberian Traverse 
Leo Hoorn, Sherpas Cinema
Join a 6,000-mile ski journey through Russia, along 
the Trans-Siberian Railway. The documentary 
- created in collaboration with POWDER 
and Sherpas Cinema - showcases a fringe 
backcountry skiing community, deep Siberian 
powder, and skiing’s ancient origins. Team skiers 
Ingrid Backstrom, Callum Pettit, and Nick Martini 
share their insights along the adventure. Banff 
Mountain FF World Tour; Best Editing, Powder 
Awards (Canada, Russia, 2015, 27min)

Growing Change 
Chris Jordan-Bloch
Jim Cochran arrived at work before dawn. He 
walked out into the strawberry fields. As the sun 
rose and light hit the field, he began to smell 
chemicals. His eyes watered. His head spun. He 
started to shake. He had just walked into a field 
that had been sprayed with pesticides. From this 
experience, Jim Cochran helped invent the organic 
strawberry industry. After pioneering and profiting 
from a healthier crop, he turned his attention to the 
health of his workers. (USA, 2016, 4min)

Growing Resistance:  
Drought, Oil & Climate Change 
in California
Shadia Fayne Wood, Bunker Seyfert,  
Helena Gonzalez, Emily Jovais, Survival 
Media Agency
These are stories of communities on the frontlines 
who are rising up against not only the immediate 
health impacts of the oil and gas industry, but 
against the growing climate impacts that are 
disproportionately impacting some of the most 
vulnerable in California. Activist Award, Earth Day 
FF; 1st place, Clean the Air FF (USA, 2016, 29min) 



Guided
Bridget Besaw, Tahria Sheather
Meet Ray Reitze, a Maine wilderness guide and 
gentle spirit who shares his philosophy of how 
to live in harmony with the outdoors to the next 
generation of guides - all the while grappling with 
his own mortality as he transitions from the 
physical world of guiding to a more spiritual 
understanding of nature and our ephemeral place 
within it. (USA, 2016, 19min) 

The High Divide 
Eric Bendick, Roshan Patel,  
Grizzly Creek Films
They say The High Divide is the place where the 
world is cut in two. Then again, it may be where 
everything comes together. This place was once 
called “the big empty.” But it’s bursting at the 
seams - with deep forests, streams brimming with 
trout, meadows flush with grizzlies and wildflowers, 
and peaks so wild and vast they stretch all the 
way to the horizon. It’s also full of people. People 
who love the land. Cowboys who love salmon. 
Range riders who shepherd cattle and carnivores. 
Woodcutters who fight for forests. Generation after 
generation stewarding land and water. These are 
the lost voices of the American West. A new film 
celebrates the confluence of a wild place and its 
visionary people. (USA, 2016, 16min)

Iran: A Skier’s Journey 
Jordan Manley, Narrows Media
Cautioned not to travel to Iran, Chad Sayers and 
Forrest Coots decide to go, regardless. They 
immediately find comfort in Tehran’s bustling 
bazaars, Isfahan’s dazzling mosques, and the 
powder filled slopes of the Alborz and Zagros 
mountain ranges, topping 3,000m. It is a culture 
not easily understood, but profoundly welcoming. 
As journalist Elaine Sciolino writes, Iran can 
be dazzling, and light-filled, a reflection of its 
complexities; but it can also be cold, confusing, 
and impenetrable. Yet they are reminded, as Pico 
Lyer writes, to learn more about the world than our 
newspapers will accommodate. (Canada, 2016, 
13min)

The Living Forest
Marc Silver
The Kichwa tribe in the Sarayaku region of the 
Amazon in Ecuador believe in the ‘living forest,’ 
where humans, animals and plants live in harmony. 
They are fighting oil companies who want to 
exploit their ancestral land. A delegation of 
indigenous people are at the Paris COP21 climate 
conference to make sure their voices are heard. 
Can they win their battle? (UK, 2015, 9min)

The Living Forest

Milk & Honey 
Justin Clifton, Chris Cresci, Sinjin Eberle, 
Maite Arce
Yuma, AZ is the land of plenty for nearly all the 
leafy vegetables Americans enjoy in the winter. For 
the people who work the fields, the Colorado River 
represents not only their livelihood, but a spiritual 
connection as well. Enjoy this glimpse into the area’s 
Latino community and their humble connection to the 
strained river. (USA, 2016, 14min) 

Mindful Vineyards
Kari Birdseye
Amelia Ceja emigrated from Mexico when she 
was 12 years old to work in Napa Valley as a 
grape picker. The daughter of agricultural workers, 
Amelia met and befriended farmworker union 
founder Cesar Chavez as a child and honors 
his legacy today by operating a vineyard that 
prioritizes people and the planet. From farm-to-
table she calls for justice in agriculture to protect 
some of the most vulnerable workers in the nation. 
Real Food Films Finalist. (USA, 2016, 4min)



My Haggan Dream
Stephani Gordon, Rob Sams, Laura Sams,  
Open Boat Films, Sisbro Studios
On the island of Saipan, a young girl’s mysterious 
dream about a haggan, or green sea turtle, leads 

Namuli
Majka Burkhardt, Sarah Garlick, Paul Yoo, 
Fitz Cahall, Jacob Bain
This community-backed film highlights the spirit of 
exploration and what happens when a team of 
rock climbers, biologists, and conservationists set 
off on an unconventional expedition into one of 
the world’s least explored and most threatened 
habitats. Follow an international crew as they push 
the bounds of friendship, climbing conventions, 
and scientific research on the 2,000 ft granite face 
of Mozambique’s second highest mountain, 
Mount Namuli. (USA, 2016, 24min)

Native Waters - Rio Grande 
(Avanyu) Amy Marquis, Dana 

Romanoff, Sinjin Eberle The Wild & Scenic Rio 
Grande River is the lifeblood of New Mexico. But 
for Tesuque Pueblo member Louie Hena and his 
family, the river is more than an office, more than a 
provider, it is home. In celebration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, 
happening in 2018, Louie urges us all to protect 
more wild rivers. (USA, 2016, 8min)

Namuli

her to investigate the sea turtles that live around 
her home. Join her adventure to find turtles, which 
leads to a birthday wish. Finalist, Blue Ocean FF 
(Northern Mariana Islands, USA, 2016, 8min)

Red Wolf Revival 
Roshan Patel, Nestbox Collective  
This is the story of the last remaining wild 
population of red wolves. Centered on the historic 
recovery effort in Eastern North Carolina, the film 
documents the multifaceted struggle to reintroduce 
one of the rarest animals on earth in the face of 
cultural, economic, and biological challenges in 
North Carolina. Best Short, Conservation Award 
Intl Wildlife FF; Best Emerging Filmmaker, Jackson 
Hole Science Media Awards (USA, 2015, 24min) 

The Refuge
Alex Jablonski, Kahlil Hudson
For hundreds of generations, the Gwich’in people 
of Alaska and northern Canada have depended 
on the caribou that migrate through the Arctic 
Refuge. With their traditional culture now 
threatened by oil extraction and climate change, 
two Gwich’in women are continuing a decades-
long fight to protect their land and future. (USA, 
2016, 16min)

The New Environmentalists - 
from Peru to Tanzania 
John Antonelli, Will Parrinello, Tom 
Dusenbery, Andrew Black, Vicente Franco, 
Kalyanee Mam, Robin Mortarotti, Quinn 
Costello, Todd Miro, Robert Redford
The New Environmentalists share a common 
goal: safeguarding the Earth’s natural resources from
exploitation and pollution, while fighting for justice 
in their communities. The film is the latest in the Mill 
Valley Film Group’s Emmy Award-winning series 
featuring inspiring portraits of six passionate and 
dedicated activists. These are true environmental 
heroes who have placed themselves squarely in 
harm’s way to battle intimidating adversaries while 
building strong grassroots support. (USA, 2016, 
29min)
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One Hundred Thousand 
Beating Hearts 
Peter Byck, Hal Honigsberg, Todd Johnson 
and FlexiP, Ming Tai, Jim and Paula Crown 
Director Peter Byck’s short film One Hundred 
Thousand Beating Hearts tells the story of fourth 
generation cattleman Will Harris’s evolution from 
industrial, commodity cowboy to sustainable, 
humane food producer, whilst breathing new life 
into a community left behind and forgotten due to, 
as Will says, the industrialization of agriculture.
(USA, 2016, 15min)

Operation Moffat
Jen Randall, Claire Carter
Take inspiration and wit from the colorful climbing 
life of Britain’s first female mountain guide, Gwen 
Moffat. Writer Claire Carter and filmmaker Jen 
Randall scramble, swim and barefoot climb 
through Gwen’s most cherished British landscapes, 
grappling with her preference for mountains over 
people, adventure over security, wilderness over 
tick lists. This is a film deeply rooted in a real love 
of wild places. Judges Special Mention, Banff 
Mountain Festival; Best Film, Best Climbing Film, 
Best Women in Adventure Film, Sheffield 
Adventure Film Festival; Spirit of the Festival Award, 
Five Point Film Festival; Best Film, DC Adventure 
Film Festival (UK, 2015, 20min)

Pale Blue Dot
Chin Li Zhi
Set to the words of Carl Sagan, Pale Blue Dot 
situates human history against the tapestry of the 
cosmos through an eclectic combination of art 
styles woven seamlessly together through music 
and visuals, seeking to remind us that regardless 
of our differences, we are one species living on 
Earth. (Singapore, 2014, 4min)

Pangolin
Katie Schuler, Nick Rogacki
This is an intimate glimpse into the journey of a 
single pangolin; from the moment it is taken from 
the wild to its final destination in China. Filmed on 
location across three countries with the help of 
reformed poachers and wildlife enforcement 
officers, the film acts as a surrogate for an 
estimated hundred thousand pangolins that are 
poached and smuggled annually throughout 
Southeast Asia and Africa. This film seeks to inform 
a broad audience about pangolins and the illegal 
trade they are central to, in order to address the 
very real danger that pangolins might be extinct 
before much of the world ever knew they existed. 
Filmed with minimal commentary, Pangolin offers 
audiences the opportunity to experience the life, 
death and afterlife of the most illegally trafficked 
mammal on the planet. Panda Award Nominee, 
Wildscreen FF; Short Film Award Winner, 
American Conservation FF (Philippines, Indonesia, 
Hong Kong, USA, 2016, 13min)

Paul’s Boots
Fitz Cahall, Isaiah Branch-Boyle,  
Duct Tape Then Beer
M’Lynn’s husband, Paul, passed away in July 
2015. He left behind polished hiking boots and a 
backpack for his dream hike: the 2,189-mile 
Appalachian Trail. “How good would it be,” 
M’Lynn asked, “for his boots to make the journey 
even if Paul couldn’t?” Her plea launched an 
incredible journey. Paul’s Boots follows the boots 
and the people who carried them. (USA, 2016, 
37min)

Plastico 
James Q Martin
Beach communities around the world suffer from 
an abundance of plastic that tragically ends up in 
the oceans at an alarming rate – over 8 million metric 
tons per year. Join the founders of the Azulita Project, 
as they share information on how a small community 
is making a difference. (Mexico, 2016, 9min)
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Paul’s Boots Plastico

Role Reversal -  

Tim and Emily Harrington 

Climbing in Spain
Jon Glassberg
Emily Harrington traveled to Spain with her dad, 
Tim, to mentor him while he attempts to tick his 
first 5.12 at age 60. Tim and Emily learn from 
each other and relive the glory days in this 
heartfelt family climbing epic. (Spain, USA, 
2016, 7min)

Running Wild
Danny Schmidt
In February of 2014, a remotely triggered 
camera in Utah’s rugged Uinta mountains 
captured a picture of something no one thought 
possible in the area: a wolverine. This elusive 
creature hadn’t been spotted here for nearly 40 
years. This one photograph set in motion a 
massive undertaking to find out if these badasses 
of the animal kingdom were setting up shop here 
for good. Ultrarunners took to the mountains 
setting up and checking camera traps around the 
ecosystem in search 
of more photographic evidence. The result? A 
comprehensive survey of wildlife in the range and 
a model for citizen science projects everywhere.  
(USA, 2016, 7min)

The Secrets Held in the Ice 
Loïc Fontimpe
Follow the adventure of the pioneer glaciologist 
Claude Lorius who, in 1956, when he was still a 
young student, left to study Antarctica. This life 
experience teaches him the principles of survival 
and solidarity, and reveals to him his vocation: 
Claude will be a glaciologist. Convinced that the 
ices contain important information for the 
understanding of our planet’s climatic history, 
he will continue his research without respite for 30 
years. Only then, does the ice reveal an 
unexpected message. Climate Award, Festival “Le 
Temps Presse”; Young Public Award, Short Movies 
Fest Courtivores (France, 2015, 14min)

Selah: Water from Stone
Ben Masters, John Aldrich, Tito West,  Skip 
Hobbie
Fifty years ago David Bamberger devoted his life 
to restoring a neglected and overgrazed ranch 
in the Texas Hill Country. The result? Water from 
Stone. By restoring natural ecological functions, 
David filled hillside aquifers, brought springs back 
to life, created riparian habitat, and inspired a 
landscape movement. (USA, 2016, 8min)



Skyranch
Brian Ginsberg
A childhood connected to nature and 
adventure leads a woman to the forefront of 
whitewater rafting. The river calls her to 
become its protector as she observes the 
destruction caused by miners during the 
California gold rush. Learn about Rorie’s work 
with the South Yuba River Citizens League 
(SYRCL) to protect the waters that surround 
her home - Skyranch. (USA, 2016, 9min)

Proud sponsor of the
Wild & Scenic Film Festival
since 2004

The Super Salmon
Ryan Peterson
Proponents of a plan to construct a $5.2-billion 
hydroelectric mega-dam on Alaska’s Susitna River 
say it wouldn’t affect the watershed’s famous 
salmon runs because of its location – upstream of 
where fish usually swim. Tell that to the Super Salmon. 
People’s Choice, Port Townsend FF; Special Jury 
Mention, Banff Mountain FF (USA, 2016, 25min)

Things Find a Way 
Chris Jordan-Bloch, Kathleen Scatassa 
The country is in the midst of an unprecedented 
gas drilling rush—brought on by a controversial 
technology called hydraulic fracturing (or 
“fracking”). It starts when oil and gas companies 
take good water, mix it up with not-so-good stuff 
and shoot it into the ground to force out the gas. 
And that’s when things get really strange … Watch 
this video to learn how the more oil and gas 
companies frack, the more trouble is finding ways 
to happen. (USA, 2011, 2min.)

Think Like a Scientist: 
Boundaries
Neil Losin, Nathan Dappen, Day’s Edge 
Productions
Humans construct boundaries -- around our homes, 
our neighborhoods, and our nations -- to bring 
order to a chaotic world. But we rarely consider 
how these boundaries affect other creatures. Meet 
conservation photographer Krista Schlyer, who has 
spent the last seven years documenting the 
environmental effects of the U.S./Mexico border 
wall, and biologist Jon Beckmann, who studies 
how man-made barriers influence the movement of 
wildlife. Schlyer and Beckmann have seen 
damaging impacts of the border wall firsthand, but 
they remain optimistic. Humans probably won’t 
stop constructing walls and fences any time soon, 
but planning our boundaries with wildlife in mind 
can help prevent these structures from causing 
environmental harm. Winner, Jackson Hole 
Science Media Awards (USA, 2016, 7min)  

The Super Salmon Things Find a Way

Think Like a Scientist: 
Gorongosa
Neil Losin, Nathan Dappen,  
Day’s Edge Productions
This is the story of Greg Carr and his involvement 
in the restoration of Gorongosa National Park 
after its destruction from 30 years of war in 
Mozambique. The film also features Princeton 
biologist Rob Pringle, who does research in the 
park. Finalist, New York Wildlife FF; Winner, 
Carolina Environmental FF (USA, 2015, 7min) 



Under Cover
Will Parrinello, Kalyanee Mam,  
Quinn Costello
Leng Ouch risked his life when he went 
undercover to expose illegal logging and 
government corruption that was rampant in 
Cambodia. His work was recognized in 2016 
when he received the Goldman Environmental 
Prize. This short 
film narrated by Robert Redford, shows how an 
ordinary person can affect extraordinary change. 
(USA, Cambodia, 2016, 5min) 

Waghoba:  
Provider, Destoyer, Deity 
Malaika Vaz, Nitye Sood
Indian forests, culture, religion and mythology 
have long been dominated by the tiger. The tiger 
plays the dual roles of giver and destroyer across 
the Indian landscape, kindling a spectrum of 
emotions. Filmmaker Malaika Vaz travels to the 
heart of her country to uncover this relationship, 
all the while in the search of a mysterious, elusive 
male tiger. In her quest for this tiger, she unravels 
the stark contrast in human emotion towards the 
tiger, in one of India’s newest tiger reserves. This 
film is a journey through a time when man and 
tiger coexist together in the same terrain like 
never before. (India, 2016, 18min)

A Walk in the Park
Galen Knowles, Phil Hessler, Zeppelin 
Zeerip, WZRDmedia
Follow Kelly Halpin on the type of ‘Picnic’ that 
only a Jackson Hole resident can concoct. A 
human-powered natural obstacle course, The 
Picnic route includes 42 miles of biking, 2.6 miles 
of swimming, and 6,000 feet of elevation gain 
while hiking. (USA, 2016, 10min)

Wasfia
Sean Kusanagi, Wasfia Nazreen,  
Bryn Mooser, John Agnew, Chris Kelly, 
Hayley Pappas, Kelly Kandle, RYOT Films  
National Geographic Emerging Explorer and 
Adventurer of the Year Wasfia Nazreen doesn’t 
just climb for the thrill; she climbs for a cause.  The 
first Bangladeshi to scale the Seven Summits, she 
has made it her purpose to brave these climbs for 
the sake of something larger: for the women of 
Bangladesh. Shot entirely on an iPhone 6S, 
Wasfia is a reflective character portrait that takes 
us from the depths of Wasfia’s struggles to the 
highest peaks, as we explore what it means to 
pursue the unknown. (Nepal, 2016, 13min)

Water Song
Will Parrinello, Vicente Franco,  
Quinn Costello
Máxima Acuña, a subsistence farmer in 
Peru’s northern highlands, stood up to the 
giant Newmont Mining Corporation over the 
development of a gold and copper mine on her 
property. Her work was recognized in 2016 when 
she received the Goldman Environmental Prize. 
This short film, narrated by Robert Redford, shows 
how an ordinary person can affect extraordinary 
change. (USA, Peru, 2016, 5min) 

Wild New Brave
Oakley Anderson-Moore,  
Alexander Reinhard
America, 1970. The American Dream is dead — at 
least to outcasts who’d rather create a world 
where the ultimate self-expression was a climb to 
nowhere. Up was down, poor was rich, and what 
everyone else found meaningless was worth dying 
for. With never-before-seen 16mm archival footage 
of their daring antics and vagabond lifestyles, 
as well as campfire interviews with John Bachar, 
Henry Barber, Lynn Hill and more, they form a 
Utopia out of risk and innocence. Best Short Doc, 
Rainier Indep FF; Best Adventure Film, Mt Hood 
Indep FF; Best Short Doc Shortlist, Raindance FF 
(USA, 2015, 28min)



The Wild President 
Will Stauffer-Norris, Sinjin Eberle,  
Jacob Boling
President Jimmy Carter, an unsung environmental 
hero, grew up in awe of nature’s wonder. But it 
wasn’t until he first paddled the Chattooga River’s 
Bull Sluice did he understand the power of a wild 
river. In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, happening in 2018, 
President Carter urges all Americans to protect 
more wild rivers. (USA, 2016, 6min)

Writing on Stone
Sean Thonson, Tim Case, Charles Salice,  
Rita LeRoux, Sharron Toews, Steven Green, 
Daniel Luna, Supply & Demand
This short film presents a portrait of Treffrey 
Deerfoot, a venerated elder in the Siksika Tribe in 

Alberta, Canada, and explores his efforts through 
ceremonial dance, sacred singing, and traditional 
storytelling to keep this proud heritage alive for 
his people today. Best Doc, Wimbledon Intl FF 
(Canada, 2015, 7min)

Yellowstone’s Northern 
Range
Steven M. Bumgardner
The Northern Range is the hub of wildlife in 
Yellowstone National Park. Occupying just 10 
percent of the park, it is winter range for the 
largest elk herd in Yellowstone and is arguably the 
most carnivore-rich area in North America. Early 
predator removal changed the ecosystem and 
restoration of carnivores has had significant and 
unexpected impacts on the habitat. (USA, 2016, 
6min)

Red Wolf Revival




